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Earlier this June, | was blessed to be my Godson’s Confirmation sponsor. He chose his
Confirmation name after St. George, and to be honest, | could not tell you one interesting fact
about this third-century hero of our faith.

As | did my “research” on St. George in seeking a small gift to mark the occasion, it was hard to
tell fact from fiction. The image that often depicts the saint is a soldier on a horse over a dragon
which leans toward the “fiction” part of his story.

| was unsure how to proceed until | realized that St. George is also depicted outside of the
United Nations. In a statue titled, Good Defeats Evil, artist Zurab Tsereteli depicts St. George
slaying a dragon, but the body of the dragon is created from the shards of two dismantled
nuclear missiles. The statue was a gift from the USSR in 1990 to symbolize the historic treaty
between the Soviet Union and the United States.

While finding a smaller replica statue proved impossible, | had a picture of it turned into a
canvas print that | gifted my nephew. | included a note inviting him to be on the side of good,
and | sprinkled in some art and nuclear history that | hope, in time, inspires him to be a
peacemaker and to live a life of non-violence.

As | reflected on this discovery, my heart stirred as | have walked by this statue more times than
| can count. It rests on 1°" avenue, right next to the gate that marks the property line of the
United Nations Headquarters. Quite often, | stared at the statue never knowing the connection
to St. George or its history.

And this history is important as we move closer to a nuclear crisis. This past May, Member States
met for over three weeks for the Eleventh Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). This treaty, signed in 1968, is at great risk of losing its
value due to geopolitical shifts and increased military strategies to possess nuclear weapons for
their national defense. What once kept a global nuclear order is now moving closer to
irrelevance.

Like recent conferences, a consensus was not met. This 2026 Review Conference joined 2005,
2015 and 2022 in the growing list of meetings that did not conclude with a final document. Not
only was common ground not found in preserving the long-standing non-proliferation norms
and reaffirming past commitments, it also reflects the uncertainty of the role of nuclear
weapons in international security. It is another example of the global community moving further
away from multilateralism.

The NPT provides the legal basis for nuclear safeguards, which ensures that non-nuclear weapon
states do not develop nuclear weapons, guarantees the right to peaceful uses of nuclear energy,
and commits the five nuclear weapon states and permanent members of the UN Security
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Council (China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US, commonly known as the P5) to the goal of
nuclear disarmament.

This is all occurring with the backdrop of the expiration of the New Start (Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty) this past February. For the first time since the early 1970s, there is no legally
binding limits on the creation of nuclear weapons and the end of on-site inspections. You can
read more about this here.

The NPT Conference also took place in the shadow of the ongoing Russian war in Ukraine and the
US-Israeli war against Iran. While the wars are different, they both focus on targeting nuclear
infrastructure and the concern of the threatening use of nuclear weapons.

Our advocacy during the NPT Review Conference was highlighted by the Global Sisters Report
where we, with 108 other faith groups, called on political leaders “to reaffirm the spirit of the
NPT as an urgent and binding commitment.” Our statement was read publicly during the first
week of the conference.

We are also bringing this to prayer. At a recent Committee of Religious NGOs meeting, we were
invited to participate in a series of Global Days of Prayer and Action from August 6"-9*. This will
be a time, at both the UN Headquarters and throughout the globe, where we can join in prayer,
marking the anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. You can learn more here and
engage in this call to prayer this August.

As we move forward, we continue to look to Pax Christi International for inspiration and
guidance in our UN Advocacy. You can read more here about Pax Christi’s leadership and their
key messages that we continue to support. We join Pax Christi International in rejecting nuclear
deterrence as ethically indefensible and urges a shift toward dialogue, trust, and shared
security. As Pax Christi declared, “The international community must act decisively to uphold
human dignity, protect our common home, and advance the complete elimination of nuclear
weapons.”
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HLPF

Member State Accountability

HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT §

This July, the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development occurs from the 7™ to the
15" at the UN Headquarters. The theme of the HLPF will be “Transformative, equitable,
innovative and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its
Sustainable Development Goals for a sustainable future for all.”

Our Working Group to End Homelessness will be working this summer to review the related
Voluntary National Review (VRN) reports of 36 countries. These countries include: Albania,
Algeria, Bahrain, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Egypt, Estonia, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kiribati, Liberia,
Malawi, Marshall Islands, Mozambique, Norway, Republic of Moldova, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Switzerland, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates,
United Republic of Tanzania, and Uruguay.

The VNR’s serve as a form of accountability to identify areas of strength and gaps related to
animation of the SDGs.

Our charge is to review the reports that focus on five of the SDGs, including SDG 11: “Make cities
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.” In reviewing these reports, we
will identify how countries are addressing housing and homelessness. Our hope is to use this
information in visits with Member States over the next year to strengthen relationships and
develop new strategies for greater impact.
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Religious Presence

CRNGO Annual Meeting

The Committee of Religious NGOs (CRNGO) met this June for their annual meeting. During the
meeting, we co-presented on the work of the Climate Working Group (CWG) which is one of
CRNGO'’s contributions. We identified 15 UN events and commissions in which we engaged with
over the past year.

During this meeting, | was reminded of our unique role at the UN. In addition to being the moral
voice, providing space for the world’s vulnerable to be heard, and to hold nations accountable
to their promises, we also are people of prayer. We come together to connect to the sacred, to
recognize the power of prayer, and the role of faith and spirituality at the UN. It was a helpful
reminder of the leadership we are called to in this international community.

Finally, | am grateful to share that | will continue to serve as Co-Chair of the CWG after serving in
this role for the past three years. The focus of the CWG is to prepare for upcoming UN meetings
on climate, especially the Conference of the Parties (COP) in the late Fall. The working group
shares information for climate advocacy, meeting monthly to find opportunities for continued
education and collaboration.

Reach Out

Let’s Stay Connected

For questions, feedback, article ideas, or story contributions, email
JWalters@sistersofcharityfederation.org and we'll be in touch.

Follow us on Facebook @ngoscfederation.



