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AT A GLANCE
Reflection on Gratitude
SecondWorld Social Summit
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From the NGO Desk
Gratitude: The Company We Keep

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton wrote, “If I had to advise parents, I should tell them to take great care about 

the people with whom their children associate…Much harm may result from bad company, and we are 

inclined by nature to follow what is worse than what is better.”

As a parent of two young girls, I appreciate these words of wisdom and warning. However, as I reflect 

on my third year anniversary of this ministry, it is the company that I associate with which brings me 

and my family incredible gratitude.

When I am asked about what “I do” for work, I always add that I work with amazing people. This 

includes everyone in the Federation plus all of our partners in advocacy at the UN, especially those 

who share our mission of advocating for human rights and human dignity.

I continue to be inspired by your authenticity, faith, and commitment to justice for all. Even as our 

world grows in division, your light shines even brighter. I am blessed to be among you, to learn from 



you, and to represent you at the global stage.

The example of the Federation, especially religious women, is as necessary now as it always has been. 

As we soon celebrate Thanksgiving in the United States, know of my gratitude for each and every one 

of you.

Recap and Looking Forward

WSSD2

The Second World Social Summit for Social Development in Doha concluded earlier this month with 

more than 40 Heads of State and Government, 230 ministers and senior officials, and nearly 14,000 

attendees taking part.

The Doha Political Declaration was adopted, signaling a renewed global commitment to building more 

just and inclusive societies. UN Secretary-General António Guterres called the text a “booster shot for 

development,” urging leaders to deliver a “people’s plan” that tackles inequality, creates decent work 

and rebuilds social trust.

One area of disappointment and concern was the presence of only 40 Heads of State, compared to 

117 who attended the 1995 World Social Summit in Copenhagen. With many high-income countries 

absent, how seriously will this declaration be taken?

The voice of Civil Society was strong, stressing that the Declaration is a foundation, but what matters 

now is implementation.

Our attention now turns toward the 64th session of the Commission for Social Development 

(CSocD64) in New York from February 2nd to 9th. The theme is “Advancing Social Development and 

Social Justice through Coordinated, Equitable, and Inclusive Policies.” We will be working closely as 

Civil Society to secure that the momentum of the Second World Social Summit continues.

COP 30 Continues

CLIMATE
 

https://social.desa.un.org/world-summit-2025/documents/draft-resolution-doha-political-declaration-of-the-world-social-summit?_gl=1*oqpfbx*_ga*MjEwODA5ODIzNi4xNzUwMDgxMjY4*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*czE3NjMwNTUwMjUkbzE0JGcxJHQxNzYzMDU1MDg4JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
https://social.desa.un.org/world-summit-2025/documents/draft-resolution-doha-political-declaration-of-the-world-social-summit?_gl=1*oqpfbx*_ga*MjEwODA5ODIzNi4xNzUwMDgxMjY4*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*czE3NjMwNTUwMjUkbzE0JGcxJHQxNzYzMDU1MDg4JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..


As we went to press, the Conference of the Parties continued in Brazil where climate is the focus. Our 

December newsletter will offer a greater recap of the Conference, but here are some valuable 

resources:

1. Amnesty International’s new report titled “Extraction, Extinction,” explores how the lifecycle of 

fossil fuels threatens life, nature, and human rights.

2. The Climate Action Network International is leading a campaign to encourage leaders to adopt a 

mechanism that helps ensure that just transition is a central focus in finance conversations.

3. The COP Resource Hub is a trusted guide for COP30, with timely resources and the COP schedule.

4. A protest broke out in the first week of the COP, with a group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

people advocating for their voice to be heard and to express frustration with the resources being 

designated to the COP and not provided for education, health and forest protection. You can read 

more here.

 Let’s Stay Connected

Reach Out
For questions, feedback, article ideas, or story contributions, email 
JWalters@sistersofcharityfederation.org and we'll be in touch. 

Follow us on X (formerly Twitter) and on Facebook @ngoscfederation.

https://www.amnestyusa.org/reports/extraction-extinction-why-the-lifecycle-of-fossil-fuels-threatens-life-nature-and-human-rights/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/reports/extraction-extinction-why-the-lifecycle-of-fossil-fuels-threatens-life-nature-and-human-rights/
https://climatenetwork.org/2025/11/10/1000-organisations-call-for-a-people%E2%80%91centred-just-transition-at-cop30/
https://climatenetwork.org/2025/11/10/1000-organisations-call-for-a-people%E2%80%91centred-just-transition-at-cop30/
https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/cop-resource-hub/
https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/cop-resource-hub/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/12/tussles-break-out-between-protesters-and-security-at-cop30-in-brazil
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/12/tussles-break-out-between-protesters-and-security-at-cop30-in-brazil

