National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

September 30, 2025 marked Canada’s National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
This day acknowledges the systemic suffering experienced by Indigenous young ,
people in Residential Schools. This day honours the Survivors and intergenerational
survivors whose resilience and wisdom are our teachers. This day, also known as
"Orange Shirt Day”, reflects the story Phyllis Webstad, whose residential school
experience proclaims today that" Every Child Matters."

On September 30™, remembering all Indigenous, Metis and Inuit peoples, we
gathered as an Ecumenical community in Carmel Chapel to reflect and pray, to sing
and to share. This graced time deepened our awareness, understanding and
commitment to listening to truth shared. Recalling the "Penitential Pilgrimage” of
Pope Francis in 2022, we continue his mission of asking forgiveness of God and all
peoples for past harms and the painful legacy.

2025 marks ten years since the release of the final document from the Commission
on Truth and Reconciliation. Containing 94 Calls to Action addresses political and
legal systems, educational and religious institutions, and civil society. In our prayer
time together, we recognized and renewed our commitment o reconcile-action
through listening, journeying with one another in trust and collaboration. May the
call to allyship from our Indigenous peoples lead all on a new road, the good road.

Rev. Gneid Lackey
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Associates MaryLou Reid, Donna
Schroeter, Myra Murphy, Beth Lawson.
Sisters Roma De Robertis, Audette
Richard, Mary Beth McCurdy

Margaret MacLean,scic and Sue King

Orange Shirt Tree




