A week of reflecting on “Laudato Si”: Caring for Our Common Home
— held in Carmel Chapel the week of May 24 - 31, 2025.

(Summary by Sharon Jacquard)
As the pamphlet read: “Let us be seed of hope” (Pope Francis)”

Sisters Irene Buechler, Muriel Buckley, Margaret MacLean and Mary Beth
McCurdy planned the week beginning on the May 24, 2025. Sisters and
Associates gathered in Ruth Ross Chapel on three occasions during that
week to celebrate this historic anniversary. The first afternoon began with a
number of Sisters and Associates circling the chapel with chimes, candles,
water, branches and earth and placing these items in front for all to see.
Margaret MaclLean proclaimed the following as the procession began:

“Web of life, you call us to remember that all creation is
charged by
the presence of God.”

Air (windchime) “We give thanks for air, breath of life
shared by all

species.” Fire/Light (candles) "We give thanks for the
gift of fire, creation’s energy source from the sun.” Water
(bowl! of water and cedar branch) “We gives thanks for
the gift of water, foundation of life on our planet;
providing everything from hydration to nourishment and
beyond.” Earth (bowl of soil) "We give thanks for the gift
of earth ~ life-giving, nourishing, rhythmic, fertile.”

On Wednesday evening Pat Poole lead the group with prayer, music,
including the beautiful song written by Sr. Theresa Hucul, “All Praise” which
was sung at each gathering. Pat provided a powerful Power Point
Presentations of Earth’s natural beauty. The video included majestic
mountains, landscapes, animals, and oceans. These images spoke louder
than words, inviting a silent contemplation and sharing of what resonated
with all who were present. Many were reminded of the interconnectedness of
all life, a core theme in "Laudato Si”.

Last Saturday’s gathering was lead by Mary Beth McCurdy, SCIC and was
well attended by both Sisters and Associates. Once again, a procession of
symbolic items were carried into the chapel and placed at the front. This
time, the earth was represented by beautiful flowers, water was poured into
a glass from an elegant vase, the tingsha rang to signal the start of the
procession, and the Paschal candle was placed at the front of the room.




Pat Poole shared another video with us, accompanied by music and prayer.
Following this, we were invited to share our experiences of how we had
spent time in reflection.

As the pamphlet stated: Intergenerational solidarity is not optional,
but rather a basic question of justice, since the world we have
received belongs to those who follow us” (LS #139)

As pilgrims of hope in the Holy Year, May we travel lightly... with all
creation...with our charity ancestors and St. Francis of Assissi.

We thank and will always call upon the prophetic voice of our late
Pope Fancis.

We pray for and with Pope Leo XIV, called by the Spirit to lead and
love as Jesus did.

We were inspired by Pope Francis’ words and the wisdom shared among all
who were present. We left more committed to caring for the Earth and
future generations.
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